
The Photographs of Bill.ie Berri, 1921-1997

Many of  Lhe dance students and f r iends of  B i l l ie  Berr i
wil l  remember her lessons at her McAndrew Road studio,
her  outs tanding var i -e ty  shows in  the la te f i f t ies and ear ly  s ix t ies
wi th  her  s tudents,
her  d i rect j -ng of  severa l  Ar t  Center  p lays in  the la te for t ies,
or her excursion into the world of Thoroughbred horseracing and breeding
wi th Amat i l ,  Bel le  Ami ,  Pozy,  Gimmie-A-Kj -ss,  Beau Bi1 ly ,  Dol1y,
and Br idget t .

Only a few were alrare of her wholehearted dedication to songbirds
and the i r  photography the last  twenty- f ive years of  her  l i fe .
L ike the f rench impress ionis t  pa inter  Edgar  Degas,
who hung out at the Paris Ballet and at Longchamp racetrack,
she also had an art ist ic eye for both the hunan and equine presentation,
and th is  ta lent  eas i ly  t ransferred to  the natura l  b i rd  wor ld  around her .

By the late summer of 1996, when she had glro! 'rn too weak to l i f t  the camera,
she had exposed,  most ly  at  F4 and 50th of  a  second,  some 251000 f rames
w i th  he r  used  Fu j i ca  605  35mm,  100 -300mm lens ,  and  f l ash .
I t  took years for  B i l l ie  to  win the t rust  o f  the wi ld  b i rds,
and for the f irst few years she would not even use a f lash,
for  fear  of  upset t j .ng them.

She did everything she could to make her property a St. Francis inspired
sanctuary and to attract birds to her kitchen window feeding station.
She put  out  wi ld  b i rd  seed,  sunf lower seed,  mealworms,  sugar  water ,
and severa l  shal low b i rd baths that  she kept  c lean and f i l led dai ly .
She planted several fruit  trees just for the birds.

Each of Bj. l1ie's photographs represents hundreds of hours
of  pat ient ly  wai t ing for  just  the r ight  moment  to  c l ick  the shut ter - -
just  when the b i rd  pauses,  ho lds i ts  breath,  and says "cheese!" .

And in that spl i t  second exposure their heart and soul are revealed and,
as Bi l l ie  o f ten sa id,  "we take a c loser  walk  wi th  Thee".
"These photos were why I was put on earth", she once exclaj.med.

Twenty f ive years and 251000 exposures la ter ,  her  longt ime f r iend
Jon Dieges, who was awarded ownership of her photos,
has edi ted,  se lected,  and f ramed a dozen or  so of  the 400 or  so
of  B i l l iers  best  photographs for  th is  exhib i t  as a memor ia l  t r ibute
to her art istry, less ambit ious than the book she had been planning,
but at least imrnediately presentable to her many local fr iends.

We great ly  apprec iate Oja i  Val ley Bank 's  wi l l ingness
to a l low these p ic tures to  be shown.
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